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COUNSELLING CRUELTY. 


ScRUTINEERING. 


It is always well to reserve judgment until both 
sides are heard. Our contemporary The Veterinarian, 
in a signed editorial article written before the last 
meeting of Council, raised grave apprehension that 
something awful had happened at last election of 
councilmen. It spoke of ‘‘ serious developments,”’ 
of avoiding ‘‘ even the shadow of a suspicion of unfair 
play,” of the production of a *‘ very painful sensa- 
tion,” and it concluded with a pious wish that some- 
thing would be done to ‘‘remove the stigma thus 
cast on the Council as a whole, and to rehabilitate 
the two members of Council more particularly in- 
volved.” The writer of this note was Mr. Jno. A. 
W. Dollar—a member of Council and therefore likely 
to know more of the dark secrets of the house in Red 
Lion Square than ordinary men. We felt that when 
the curtain was raised a striking spectacle would be 
‘disclosed, having for its centre piece two tattered and 
bismirched councilmen. 

This week we report the proceeding of Council and 
the portentous secret is out. Two members of Council 
helped the scrutineers to get through their work. 
This is absolutely all the matter. The mountain has 
brought forth a ridiculus mus, and one can but wonder 
that the Council should have wasted about an hour 
-on such a triviality. 

Possibly the incident may do good if it directs at- 
tention to our method of scrutineering. At the 
‘Council meeting preveding the election, someone 
rises and proposes that the gentlemen who acted as 
scrutineers last year be again appointed. Sometimes 
‘one or two changes occur, but no one pays much at- 
tention, and never by any chance are the men who 
act asked if they will undertake the work until after 
their appointment. As a rule about half the number 
attend, and if no stranger can be impressed at the 
last moment the diligent half have the whole of the 
work todo. No pay and very small thanks are given 
for the four or five hours’ work done. The Charter 
provides for the election of scrutineers, they may be 
veterinarians or greengrocers, they may be vice-presi- 
‘dents or councilmen. It seems to us that the work 
would be best done by paid clerks acting under super- 
vision. Any way it is a thankless task, but it now 
‘Seems to bear positive dangers for any volunteer who 
may possess the zeal and good nature to lend a hand. 

The voting papers must be counted. There is no 
secresy about the business, and no advantage to any- 
one from being present. Such a storm in a tea-cup 
as occurred at last Council meeting is a reflection 
upon the intelligence of our representative body. 


(Bensrorp rv. Sms.) 


It has occurred to me in reference to this case that 
the profession might be glad to learn what, so far as I 
can judge, appears to be the law in regard to this 
prosecution. 

I agree entirely with you that it is a pity Mr. Sims 


was not represented by Counsel before the Divisonal 
Court, although the result in all probability would 
have been the same, inasmuch as the decision rested 
upon a point of law and not upon the question as to 
whether Mr. Sims had or had not aided or abetted an 
act of cruelty. 

The court appears to have acted legally in holding 
that the magistrate ought to have convicted under 
Sec. 5 of the Act 11 & 12 Vict. c. 48, Sec. 5, because 
it is to be remembered that the stipendiary held that 
Mr. Sims had aided and abetted cruelty but that he 
could not be convicted of this offence inasmuch as 
he was charged with ‘‘ causing ’* cruelty. 

The Summary Jurisdiction Act, 11 & 12 Vict., Sec. 
1, says ‘“‘No objection shall be taken or allowed to 
any information, complaint or summons for any 
alleged defect therein in substance or in form, or for 
any variance between such information, complaint, 
or summons, and the evidence adduced on the part 
of the informant or complainant at the hearing of 
such information or complaint as hereinafter men- 
tioned.” Further the sec. says in effect that if in 
the opinion of the justice or justices the defendant 
has been deceived or misled such justice or justices 
shall have the power to adjourn the hearing upon 
such terms as he or they shall think fit, in order that 
the summons may be amended. 

The duty of the magistrate therefore was clear if 
he felt that the summons was irregular in, form he 
should have adjourned the hearing, in order that the 
defendant might have the opportunity of ascertain- 
ing the case he had to meet and adduce evidence to 
rebut the charges alleged against him. The stipendiary 
on the other hand appears to have come to a certain 
decision upon the summons as presented to him, and 
then to have held that Mr. Sims could not rightly be 
convicted on the ground that his advice was not the 
proximate cause of the act of cruelty. 

The question as to the advice being the proximate 
or remote cause of the cruelty does not arise in offences 
which are dealt with summarily, for Sec. 5 of the Act 
11 & 12 Vict. says—‘‘ Every person who shall aid, 
abet, counsel or procure the commission of any offence 
which is or hereafter shall be punishable on sum- 
mary conviction, shall be liable to be proceeded against 


and convicted for the same, either together with the 
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principal offender, or before or after his conviction, 
and shall be liable on conviction to the same forfeiture 
and punishment as such principal is or shall be by 
law liable, and may be proceeded against, etc.” The 
accessory is therefore practically in the position of 
the principal, and is equally liable to punishment at 
the hands of the magistrate whether his act be the 
proximate or remote cause of the alleged offence. 

It must be understood that the foregoing remarks 
are stated upon the question of law only, and I do 
not for one moment assert that the veterinary sur- 
geon ought to have been convicted even for aiding 
and abetting the horse-owner. 

The Divisional Court does not concern itself with 
matters of fact but adjudicates upon questions of law, 
and hence the loss of the case in London doesgiot, in 
so far as Mr. Sims is concerned, alter his position in 
the slightest degree. His position is determined by 
the decision of the stipendiary, and no one can deny 
that to a respectable, cultured veterinary surgeon it 
is a painful one. 

In discussing this case from a professional stand- 

int one labours under the disadvantage of having 
but incomplete details of the trial. No shorthand 
notes are available to aid one. I shall therefore 
endeavour to treat this case as an ordinary prosecu- 
tion (a criminal prosecution mark you) of a veteri- 

nary surgeon who is engaged in the ordinary course 
of his practice. 

What is the position of the veterinary surgeon 
when called upon to certify as to whether a horse is 
capable of performing ordinary work? He is in the 
position of an expert and is deemed to possess ordinary 
intelligence and competency in the practice of his 
profession. The law will hold him ound to possess 
greater knowledge than the ordinary individual, and 
will not assume that he possesses such profourd 

earning on any particular branch of medicine or 

surgical science as the specialist whose whole time 
may be given to the study of a few diseases or the 
diseases of some particular organ, and hence one finds 
that actions for malpractice have failed against 
ordinary medical men, when they would have suc- 
ceeded against more specialised practitioners. It 
must be borne in mind that any veterinary surgeon 
acting mala fide is liable, inasmuch as in these cases 
there is a breach of trust which is always sufficient to 
maintain either a civil or criminal action. With re- 
gard to Mr. Sims we may no doubt eliminate this 
assumption from our minds; whatever course he 
took he undoubtedly acted in good faith, and was only 
desirous of giving his client the benefit of his pro- 
fessional experience. 


Is the practitioner Liable for any opinion he may ex- 
press either verbally or in writing ? ‘ 

He is certainly not liable if he has acted bona fide 
has used ordinary care and diligence, and displa ed 
the amount of skill and knowledge which he sad te 
ordinarily expected to possess. If Mr. Sims were 
able to show that he complied with these require- 
ments he ought not to have been convicted and 
magistrates should hesitate much more than the 


appear to at present before findi : 
a criminal charge. nding a man guilty on 


The profession should at once be told that these: 
convictions are much more damaging to us than the 
loss of actions for damages in the civil court, and the: 
character of the man who is summarily convicted by 
a magistrate is much more seriously damaged. 

I should be sorry to observe any apathy in the pro- 
fession in the event of similar prosecutions being 
again instituted, and if there are. funds available 
they could not be applied to a better purpose than in 
the attempt to frustrate any subsequent proceedings: 
of a like nature. In these cases the onus of proof 
lies upon the accused person, it is his duty to show 
that he is a competent practitioner, and that in the 
particular instance before the court he exercised his. 
abilities diligently and made a careful examination 
before certifying that the animal was fit for work. 
The professional man must not entertain the idea. 
that he is wholly protected by his diploma, and that. 
consequently he may sign practically what he pleases 
in these cases, the law whilst affording him material 
protection and granting him a monopoly places him 
in the position of a trustee, and requires him to give: 
a good account of his trusteeship. 

Some members of the profession are urging that 
the case of Bensford v. Sims should be taken to a 
Higher Court, | think this would be a mistake. The 
Courts are very loth to disturb decisions upon ques- 
tions of fact, the wiser course will be to await the 
advent of another prosecution and then strain every 
nerve to defend it. 

There is, further, another important point that 
may ariseat any moment. Is the veterinary surgeon 
who has been convicted and upon whose certificate: 
the client has acted and been punished, liable to a 
civil action at the instance of the horse owner for 
damages which the latter has sustained? I have 
carefully searched the law reports and there appears 
to be no reported case on the subject, but having re- 
gard to the position of other professional men it ap- 
pears that he is liable especially for fine and costs, 
and may be for damages for loss of character sus- 
tained by the client who has acted solely on the 
advice of his veterinary adviser. Solicitors have 
been held liable to their clients upon proof of negli- 
gence, and the convicted veterinary surgeon practi- 
cally stands condemned either of negligence or incom- 
petency, and it is immaterial which when civil pro- 
ceedings are instituted. 

No doubt in many cases horses appear fit for work 
when examined by the veterinary surgeon, but in 
consequence of exercise become decidedly lame. In 
these cases the professional man should prove that 
the lameness was augmented by the work, a circum- 
stance which he cannot always foresee, if this were 
made clear it is difficult to see how any judicial mind 
could convict the veterinary surgeon. 

_Tt must not be forgotten that magistrates are notor- 
iously prejudiced against veterinary evidence for the 
defence, and hence it behoves the practitioner to gu 
himself in every possible way. 

Individual veterinary surgeons cannot, as a rule, 
bear the cost of these prosecutions, it is quite time 4 


Y | fund were formed to aid those who are perhaps unable 


to defend themselves. 
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This letter is but a brief outline of the law on a few 
points, and does not profess to be a complete exposi- 
ition of the law on this intricate matter. 

W. F. Barrett. 

1, Garden Court, Temple. 


SCHMIDT’S TREATMENT OF MILK FEVER, 
By R. Barron, M.R.C.V.S., Blandford, Dorset. 


Mr. G. Mayall has probably seen from the articles 
on the above subject in last week’s Record, that the 
“‘printer’s devil’ was not to blame for the error 
made in the strength of Schmidt’s solution. 


Some of us entered the profession before the ad- 
vent of the four years’ course, and it was not wonder- 
ful that “‘ 10 g.”’ was taken to mean ten grains. My 
explanation was evidently necessary. 


Mr. McGavin is amusingly anxious to know what 
cured my case of milk fever: I believe it was Nature, 
either aided or impeded by the treatment. I also 
believe it was Nature that cured Mr. McGavin’s case 
and not his homeopathic dose of 7 grains of iodide of 
potassium. There is such a thing as natural re- 
-covery, and many cases of milk fever would undoubted- 
ly get better if they received no treatment beyond 
being kept in a proper position. 

Mr. Wm. Penhale’s reply to my remarks goes far 
‘to answer in the negative his original query—‘‘ Have 
we at last a reliable cure for milk fever?” His ex- 
perience’ has been a death rate of 50 per cent., which 
is not encouraging ; neither is his statement that 
mammitis results more frequently than not from 
Schmidt's treatment. Probably not less than 50 per 
cent. of recoveries may be claimed for the sedative 
treatment, and if Schmidt’s method cannot percep- 
tibly improve the percentage we had better give it up. 
lt would be premature, however, to come to a definite 
conclusion from the evidence at present available. 
It still remains to be proved that colostrum has any | 
“*toxic and deleterious action” and that milk-fever 
is caused by any products of the udder whatever. 


Soon after reading Mr. Penhale’s first article, my 
father, Mr. N. M. Barron, M.R.C.V.S., of Hooton, 
‘Cheshire, had three cases of milk-fever. He applied 
Schmidt’s treatment in the first two cases (using Mr. 
Penhale’s strength solution) and both died! The 
next case was treated in his usual way and recovered. 


On June 20th ult. I had a case of milk-fever in an 
aged red Devon pedigree cow, in high condition. 
Symptoms of the disease appeared during parturition, 
and she did not rise after calving. Four hours after 
-calving I found the cow in a semi-comatose condition, 
and gave an unfavourable prognosis, as the animal 
had a tuberculous udder. I applied Schmidt’s treat- 
ment (proper strength) and gave chloral hydrate in 
moderate doses. This cow remained very ill for 48 
hours when I had her killed, as the temperature had 
risen from 101: in the morning of June 22nd, to 
107-2 in the evening of that day, and the cow was 


Post-mortem examination revealed tuberculosis and 
congestion of the lungs. The udder was tuberculous 
in all quarters, indurated and enlarged, with a tuber- 
culous cavity containing a mass of cheesy deposit as 
large asa hen’s egg. Neither Schmidt’s nor any 
other treatment could have saved this cow, and there 
are not a few similar cases. 


I hope there will be more reports of Schmidt’s 
treatment and its results. 


INVERSION OF BLADDER (FOUR WEEKS) 
IN A MARE. 
By F. T. Harvey, F.R.C.V.S., St. Columb. 


On June 11th we were asked to see a mare reported 
as having her body frequently coming out. 

The subject was a grey half-bred mare, seven years 
old. She gave birth to a live foal on May 14th, and 
immediately afterwards something appeared behind. 
This was simply pushed back, as was also often done 
afterwards. During the first week urine was con- 
tinually dribbling down the legs, scalding the skin 
and causing irritation. Recently the swelling has 
appeared less often ; the mare has wasted very much. 
The bladder was found to be inverted with the fundus 
towards the os; the vaginal cavity was acting as a sort 
of false bladder. After straining the bladder appeared 
outside and the opening of the ureters could be seen 
swollen and emitting little jets of urine. The mucous 
membrane of the bladder felt soft and cedematous, 
no abrasions were noticed. 


The cedema was reduced by gentle pressure, and 
then the organ was returned, after some difficulty, 
through the uretha. In order to prevent reinversion 
a hand was retained in the vagina for twelve hours. 
Tincture of opium, chloral and linseed oil was ad- 
ministered, and soda bicarb. added to the drinking 
water. There was no subsequent trouble in regard 
to the case, and on June 28th the mare was reported 
as being quite well and putting on weight fast. 


Remarks. In this case the yagina was beginning 
to retain the urine fairly well, the mare on slight 
straining sending it out with a rush. The mucous 
membrane was nearly always in contact with urine 
and thus retained its soft condition. To this fact is 
mainly due, I think, the success of the case, otherwise 
changes must have taken place rendering reduction 
impossible after such prolonged inversion. According 
to Mdéller, Holgen successfully effected reposition five 
weeks after the first appearance, and Degive one of 
fourteen daysstanding. These cases seem to suggest 
that in cases of inverted bladder we should not be in 
too great hurry to amputate or reduce should any 
wound exist, but rather that the organ should be re- 
tained in the vagina by a clamp until the wound has 
healed and then reduction effected. In a previous 
case the bladder became inverted twice in attempting 
delivery of amare. After reducing the organ the 
second time the mare was chloroformed and no 
further trouble occurred with regard to the bladder. 
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VETERINARY SOCIETIES. 


ROYAL COUNTIES’ 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


MEETING av HENLEY-ON-THAMES. 


On Friday, July 1st, the summer meeting was held at 
Henley-on-Thames, the delightful riverside resort which 
has this week attracted so many thousands. From an 
untoward combination of circumstances, the chief of 
which was the fact that the same day had been fixed for 
the very important Council meeting of the Royal College 
reported elsewhere, but few members were able to put in 
an appearance ; but those who attended enjoyed a most 
pleasant afternoon. 
As is usual on these occasions the business meeting 
was preceded by a luncheon, served at the famous 
“Red Licn” Hotel, overlooking the river, in most satis- 
factory style by the proprietor, Mr. T. er The 
President for the year (Mr. T. Ww. Lepper, of Aylesbury) 
presided at the luncheon, and the tables were graced by 
two ladies—Mrs. E. P. Owen, of Thame, and her sister- 


in-law. 

Mr. T. W. Leprer peutions took the chair at the 
business meeting which followed, and which was attended 
by Messrs. J. Sutcliffe Hurndall (hon. sec.), A. L. Butters, 
S. Slocock, E. J. Mellett, E. Percival Owen, E. C. 
Howard, etc. 

Letter and telegrams of apology were received from 
Sir Henry Simpson, Professors Wm. Pritchard and James 
McCall, Dr. Fleming, Messrs. W. J. Mulvey, J. P. 5. 
Walker (hon. treas.), G. E. King, W. G. Flanagan, Wm. 
Hunting, F. B. Goodall, G. Law King, James F. Sim 
son a5 | G. Lepper, John B. Tutt, P. Irving, J. iL 
Wilson, W. Wilhams’ G.J. Emerton, John Hatch, 
W. Willett, Charles Carter, Wm. Wilson, Walter Wes- 
tern, James East, and J. A. Bull. 

The minutes of the last general meeting, and also of a 
special meeting held on the 9th July, were read by_ the 

on. Secretary, confirmed, and signed by the President. 


Tue Late Mr. H. G. Rocers. 


Mr. Burrers reminded those present that since their 
last meeting Mr H. G. Rogers, of London, one of their 
members, had passed away. He was a very useful and 
effective member, and he begged to propose that the 
Hon. Secretary be requested to write to Mrs. Rogers 
expressing the sympathy of the Association in her great 
loss. He knew it was some time since Mr. Rogers died, 
but 1 was their first meeting after the melancholy 
event. 

Mr. OwEN seconded the resolution, which, having been 
supported by the President, was carried by the Rieni- 
mous resolution of the meeting. 


or NExt 


The PREstDENT reminded the members that 
November meeting of the Association was usually nie 
in London. It was not, however, fixed by rule, but was 

Mr. SLocock moved, and Mr. Butters seconded, that 
the next meeting be held, as usual Li 
Square, London. 

Carried unanimously. 


THe Concresses. 
The Hon. Sec. read a circular from the Lord Mayor 


of Dublin respecting the Congress of the Royal Institute 


of Public Health to be held in Dublin from the 

the 23rd August next; and also a cunmaaieioe 
regard to the Congress of Veterinarians to be held syn- 
chronously with the same in the Irish capital. The chief 
matter for discussion at the latter is “ Tuberculosis in its 


relation to public health.” In both documents the 
Association was requested to send delegates. 

The PRESIDENT said the question of tuberculosis in its- 
relation to public health was such a very important 
matter that he was sure they ought to be sarang at 
the conference by a delegate or delegates. His own view 
was that tuberculosis, so far as inspection went, should 
come under veterinary supervision. Personally he should: 
be very pleased if their worthy Secretary could attend 
the Conference as their representative. 

Mr. Burrers thought the Association would not be 
doing itself justice by appointing less than two delegates, 
especially as at the last moment it might be found im- 
possible for more than one to go. He begged to move 
that the President and Hon. Sec. be appointed delegates. 
to the Conference. 

Mr. Owen, in seconding, said Mr. Lepper, as repre- 
senting an important agricultural district, and Mr. 
Hurndall from the metropolis, would make two good 
delegates. (Hear, hear). 

The PRESIDENT thanked the meeting, and would per- 
sonally much like to go, but at present he could not 
pledge himself on account of his business engagements. 

Mr. HurNDALL suggested that it might be left open 
with the President. 

Mr. MELLETT observed that it was a question on which 
they all wanted to find a basis, and therefore undoubt- 
edly every society ought to be represented. A great 
deal of tuberculosis was imported from Ireland, and also- 
from Scotland. (Hear, hear.) 

Mr. SLocock supported the resolution. 

Aft2r some informal discussion Mr. Butters amended’ 
his resolution to read “ That two delegates from the 
R.C.V.M.A. represent the Association at the Dublin 
Congress,” and this was carried unanimously. 

On the proposition of Mr. Owen, seconded by Mr. 
Howard, it was unanimously resolved “ That a sum not 
exceeding 10 guineas each delegate be voted from the 
funds of the Association towards their expenses.” 


HORSE BREEDING AND REARING. 
By J. Surcurrre M.R.C.V.S. 


Mr. President and Gentlemen,—In appearing before 
you to-day under the ré/e of essayist, it behoves me to: 
explain that in my official capacity as the hon. sec. of 
the Royal Counties Veterinary Medical Association, in. 
conjunction with the valuable assistance of our Presi- 
dent, I made strenuous efforts to secure the production 
of a paper for discussion among the most likely of our 
members, and also approached one well-known professor 
of the Royal Veterinary College. Unfortunately all 
these gentlemen pleaded either prior engagements of 
inability to give the necessary time, as reasons for_ not 
accepting the invitation to read a paper for our edifica- 
tion to-day, although I am pleased to add that more 
than one pledged themselves to do so on a future 
occasion. During the seven years that I have under- 
taken the duties of hon. sec. to this Association, I have 
often been impressed with the responsibilities arising 
thereout, but never before have I found myself so hedg 
in with difficulties as now ; being fully alive to the fact 
that you would expect some one to offer a subject for 
discussion on this occasion. After consulting once more 
with our President, it was determined that, as a last re 
source, I should undertake the duty ; and in so doing,, 
rely upon your kind forbearance, as the time at my dis- 
posal for preparation has been short, moreover, I exper. 
enced no little difficulty in determining the selection of 
a subject that would be likely to be acceptable to you 
and afford scope for discussion. I knew that the school 
of therapeutics to which [ belong is wide apart as the 
Poles from your own, and that anything I might. intr 
duce bearing thereupon would in all probability be 
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attractive and be liable to weary you, if it did not abso- 
lutely determine you to abstain from attendance ; there- 
fore I determined tofall back upon a subject to which 
my attention had been directed in perusing an early num- 
ber this year of Baily’s Magazine. It 1s true I shall not 
be able to complete my paper without reference to some 
of my own medical doctrines, as many of my methods of 
treatment of both mare and foal involve the absolute 
necessity of their practice ; but as I believe that these 
will be somewhat new to you, I trust they will not be 
without interest. Some of my proposals will, I doubt 
not, strike you as visionary and highly improbable of 
realization, but as I shall only advocate that which I 
have over and over again proved in practice, I am hope- 


ful that though you may at first feel sceptical, you may 


be inclined to give the doubtful points your careful con- 
sideration, and that the subject as a whole may prove 
interesting. 

A careful perusual of the very able article from the 

n of Sir Walter Gilbey on “The Racehorse : How to 
~~ Him,” which appeared in the March issue of Bazly’s 
Magazine, prompted me to offer for consideration my 
own views on this subject, for while yielding to none in 
respect and admiration of Sir Walter Gilbey in the efforts 
he on put forth for the advance and encouragement of 
horse-breeding in this country, and freely admitting that 
his extensive experience qualifies him to the full to 
assume the 7é/e of a scientific exponent of the art, [ feel 
sure he will gracionsly yield to another the right, not 
merely to add to but even differ from the premisses he 
has laid down. It is not in a critical spirit that I 
approach the consideration of this fascinating subject, 
for a true lover of the horse I freely confess that every- 
thing that affects and concerns that noble animal exer- 
cises a spell over me amounting to fascination ; and 
though I cannot lay claim to the extensive experience 
furnished by such opportunities as Sir Walter Gilbey has 
enjoyed and utilised, still I have endeavoured to take 
advantage of such experience as comes in the way of a 
member of the veterinary profession and an agricul- 
turist with limited capital to study the subject experi- 
mentally, practically, and scientifically during a period 
of time that extends over thirty years. 

In the main I am at one with-‘Sir Walter Gilbey in the 
— that to succeed in breeding horses—whatever 
their breed may be-—change of pasture is a sine gud non, 
inasmuch as grass upon which horses are constantly 
kept becomes what is known in some parts as “ sick,” as 
Sir Walter states, the best grasses are destroyed by 
the jerk and twist the horse gives to cut the tuft of 
grass, which often results in its being torn rather than 
cut, therefore the roots become disturbed and further 
growth is retarded ; and unless the necessary require- 
ments of cultivation are provided for by dressing, re-sow- 
ing, harrowing and rolling, which of course necessitates 
the absence of horses from the land for at least a year, 
weeds take the places of the injured grasses and the 
nutritive value of the pasture is proportionately lessened. 
The statement that “droppings are destroyers and not 
fertilizers of the soil” is undoubtedly correct, and is one 
that deserves the serious attention of all who would pre- 
Serve pasture land in a high state of nutritive value ; and 
I am satisfied that the same applies to the droppings of 
cattle, although Sir Walter seems to think caherehie 

e feces of horses and neat stock require to go through 
& process of decomposition before becoming capable of 
assimilation for the nutrition and development of plant 
life, and if that decomposition proceeds in bulky quanti- 
ties, such as are deposited by the horse and the ox, in 
actual contact with plant life the droppings become 
destroyers and not fertilisers.” When Sir Walter draws 
an analogy from the horse in his primitive state and 
directs attention to the significance of the fact that the 
wild horse roams far and wide in search of food, be has 
‘unquestionably hit the right nail on the head. It seems 


to me, however, that it is not so much the disposition to 
roam over considerable areas for the sheer sake of roam- 
ing, as is no doubt the case with some animals in the 
wild state, but it is due to the imperious demands of 
nature for young fresh food, essential to the growth and 
development of bone and muscle. I have very little 
doubt that unless bone and muscle do grow and develop 
as they should to produce an animal with plenty of 
stamina, there is a certain innate sense of want in the 
constitution, a lack of vitality perceived by the animal, 
which for want of any counteracting influence produces 
an ill-grown, weedy beast, as is seen in many of the 
artificially reared thoroughbred horses in this country, 
but which is rarely observed among animals which are 
reared as Sir Walter describes it, according to the “laws 
of nature.” This innate sense of want leads the animal 
to seek for that class of food which experience teaches 
affords relief, and to obtain this food similar experience 
teaches that it is necessary to wander far and wide, 
— the habit of roaming on the part of the primitive 
orse. 

But is there any reasonable prospect of breeders in 
this country being in a position to avail of the sugges- 
tion contained in Sir Walter Gilbey’s able article upon 
this point to any appreciable degree? | take it that the 
limited area poem in England of land that can be set 
a for grazing purposes furnishes a direct negative to 
the question. The point that then confronts the objector 
is, can any method of procedure be suggested to rectify 
the disadvantages which Sir Walter Gilbey has clearly 
proved breeders have to contend with ? think there 
can, more especially as regards the thoroughbred horse, 
which is intended to be used for racing purposes, and is 
consequently required to mature as early as possible, or 
perhaps I ought to say is required to mature up to a 
certain point at a given age. 

Sir Walter Gilbey has shewn clearly that for the horse 
to attain full development, ebundant scope to move 
about is essential. With that as a dogmatic statement I 
fully concur, though, as before stated, not quite on the 
same grounds as Sir Walter, especially as it applies to 
breeders in this country, because I am satisfied that the 
necessary food for the development of bone and muscle 
can be obtained without relying entirely upon pasture 
land. I deem it essential that colts and fillies should 
have abundant scope to move about for the better attain- 
ment of boisterous health through the natural perform- 
ance of the physiological functions, especially as regards 
digestion, respiration, and circulation of the blood, and 
I hope to show that food of a suitable nature, sufficiently 
nutritive without being of too forcing a character, can 
be easily and cheaply secured. But when I make a re- 
quirement for abundant scope to move about for young 
animals it does not apply in the same degree to, br 
mares. Iam satisfied that the indiscriminate herding 
—— of breeding mares, especially those in foal, in 
fields or parks where they can race about, or worse still, 
hunt one another about, and while so doing charge 
against some fence or post and rails, or slip up on some 
uneven piece of ground, is fraught with considerable 
danger and is productive of many unfortunate conse- 
quences that are little suspected by the majority of 
breeders. For the proper development and growth of 
the foetus in utero a mare requires, in addition to food 
appropriate to her condition during the varying phases of 
the period of gestation, perfect calm and quiet, complete 
freedom from any startling incidents, with just sufficient 
exercise to keep her physiologically healthy ; and only 
where mares are on the most friendly terms should they 
be allowed to run together. Some may consider it a 
very far fetched idea when I state that I consider mares 
are sometimes the subjects of roe emotion during 
pregnancy and that they are easily influenced b 
surrounding circumstances, which may result in morbi 
changes affecting the mare at the period of parturition 


4 
the 
its- 
tant 
d at 
riew all 
ould 
ould: 
end 
be 
ates,. | 
tes, 
10ve 
ove 
r. 
good | 
not | 
nts. 
open: | 
vhich 
great 
| also- 
nded’ 
the 
ublin: 
Mr. 
n not 
n the : 
ct for 
more 
ast re- 
ing, 
yy dis: 
xperl- 
jon of 
0 you 
school 
as the: 
jntro- 
ye 


18 THE VETERINARY RECORD 


Fuly g, 1898 


as well as the development of the foetus in utero. To 
want of sufficient care in this direction I attribute many 
cases of abortion, premature delivery, and difficult labor, 
hence the necessity in my judgment of especial care in the 
management of the brood mare, the most favourable con- 
ditions for her being those provided by a large he box 
with a separate paddock attached, while for the sake of 
company the boxes and paddock might be ranged side by 


side. 


I notice that Sir Walter Gilbey attaches considerable 
importance to the value of natural as opposed to artifi- 
cist food, by which I conclude he means that the grass 


- of the pasture is preferable to corn and hay in the _ 
ro- 


duction of bone and muscle in the young animal. : 

vided that the grasses are of really good quality this 
deduction may be accepted, but herein arises a diffieulty, 
a’ permanent pastures, especially those that have been 
freely horse fed are lacking in that essential cMracteris- 
tic, and it is to overcome this difficulty that I advoeate 
the use of what are called artificial grasses, such as 
lucern, the several clovers, and vetches, but whether Sir 
Walter Gilbey would include these in what he styles 


- artificial food I am not quite clear. In endeavouring to 


discover the advantages which these artificial grasses 
have over the natural meadow grass—an advantage by- 


' .the-bye which I have tested practically on numefous 


‘oceasions— I examined a table of the comparative diges- 
tibility of various food stuffs, and found that the 
albuminvid constituents of lucern and the clovers eon- 
siderably exceeded those of good meadow grass, While 
the fat constituents of the latter exceeded those of the 
Ineern considerably, but were fairly on a par with the 
clovers, while so far as the the non-nitrogenous extrac- 
tivé matters were concerned very little difference apose. 
To my mind this helped to furnish pretty sound reasoning 
in support of that advantage claimed for artificial grasses 
over natural which practical experiments had taught.me 
to anticipate in rearing young growing animals. But 
beyond this, it is clear that the produce of land whith is 
under constant cultivation, that is free of weeds and 
noxious plants generally, and that furnishes food stuff 
com of well known chemical elements whose quali- 
_ tative and quantitative constituents are correctly esti- 
mated must be preferable to produce about which these 
distinctive points are to say the least very uncertain, 

For colts and fillies that are bred for the express pur- 
pose of racing, it is a matter. of paramount importance 
that they should be fed in the manner best calculated to 
bring them as early as possible to maturity, consistent 
with the due assimilation of the food, for the rapid 
development of the osseous and muscular systems it is 
absolutely necessary to provide food rich in albumen and 
salts, such as lime and phosphates—characteristics 
peculiar to lucern and clover as compared with ordinary 
meadow grass. Itis also favourable to a growing young 
animal that it should have a proportion of its food in 
such form as to be most easily attainable ; loose food 
such as these cut artificial grasses, meets that require- 
ment. Swelling of the gums or palate often takes place 
during the period of dentition, and acts as an impediment 
to the necessary action of the incisor teeth when grazing 
and should a pasture be at all bare, or the grass rather 
short, the difficulty of obtaining a sufficiency of nutri- 
ment is rendered all the more difficult and wearisome. as 
the act of prehension is performed by the horse with the 
mobile upper lip, with which short herbage cannot be 
grasped. To a young growing animal the overcoming of 
this difficulty involves as much wear and tear of the 

toa full grown horse, and is pro- 
ately disadva : 
ntageous to the development of the 
. 4 G0 not propose to enter into a calculati 
in providing these artificial gushes 
ar as young animals are concerned, must be considered 
4s an extra charge, inasmuch as they must be assured the 


scope to exercise and the to feed upon which pad- 
aden or parks provide. He who breeds thoroughbred 
horses, either for sale or to supply his own racing stud, 
will find that the cheapest methods in the long run are 
those which produce the best stock at the time when it 
is required ; parsimony and cheap methods will never 
answer, but a little extra money expended at the early 
critical period of a blood horse’s life will more than pay 
in the end. Moreover, my object is to show not how 
cheaply the end can be attained but how it can be done 
so as to secure the best results. 

Young thoroughbred stock should never be allowed to- 
lie out at night, as even at the warmest period of the 
summer season the cool night air and the falling dew by 
lowering the body temperature depress the vitality and 
check the nutrition and development of the tissues. 
Airy, roomy boxes with dry bedding should be available 
wherein a proper individual supply of cut artiticia 
grasses could be served night and morning, while during 
the day they could, of course, feed at pleasure on the 
natural grass of the meadow. The change of food 
assured by this arrangement would not only be acceptable 
but prove eminently advantageous to growth and early 
maturity. 

In years gone by I have, not infrequently, been very 
much perplexed to account for the weedy and generally 
unhealthy appearance of many foals which, so far as 
food and general surroundings were concerned, lacked 
little, and whose general requirements were well provided 
for. Withal, however, they grew but slowly, their coats. 
were wiry, skins scurfy, the hoofs were badly formed, 
and the horn soft and spongy, the natural dentition 
changes were effected tardily, the teeth were discoloured, 
and in some extreme cases scaly and brittle. Nor was 


it until I had been in practice as a veterinary surgeon” 


some time and turned my thoughts to the consideration 
of the subject from a scientific standpoint that anything 
like a satisfactory reason occurred to me to account for 
this frequently observed condition in young animals. It 
is true that in most of the cases of this description which 
came under my observation the animals grew out of it 
after reaching three or four years of age, but it seemed 
to me that such a loss of time ought to be obviated, and 
certainly it is most important it should be in the inter- 
— of those who breed either for racing or the show 
yard. 

With some expenditure of close thought, and after 
making careful observations I arrived at the conclusion 
that heredity played an important part in bringing about 
this undesirable state of affairs in young stock, and also: 
that a certain dyscrasia affected the organisms of such 
young animals which is due to a want of activity in the 
function of food assimilation, in consequence of whic 
the tendency toa waste of the system overcame the ten- 
dency to thrive. In some this was very pronounced, an 
was observable by unmistakable symptoms as diarrhia 
and indigestion, while in the majority of cases the taint 
existed only in a degree to interfere with the satisfactory 
growth of the young animal, and thus render him or her 
a source of disappointment to the breeder, but with no 
pronounced symptoms to enable the ordinary observer 
to determine it was the subject of any specific morbid 
condition. This inability to properly assimilate may, oF 
may not, be due to some inherent hereditary taint, or it 
may be independent of heredity and owe its origin t0 
unhealthy surroundings and unsuitable food, even when 
such conditions are unsuspected by the breeder, and he 
all the while fondly flatters himself he has been doing 
his best for the young stock. I have come to the cou 
clusion that this condition so frequently observable in 
foals, colts, and fillies simulates what is known In the 
human subject as scrofulosis, but that it can be satisfac- 
torily and successfully treated I feel sure, having exet 
plified the fact in my own experience on many occasions ; 
each case, however, needs to be treated according t0 its 
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own distinctive characteristics. Against one very com- 
mon practice I earnestly warn everyone, I refer to the 
common practice of administering a purge ; this is not 
only absolutely useless in such cases but extremely 
dangerous. Nor is the practice sometimes observed of 
giving bone dust and lime in quantities of any real 
value, they may for the time render the stomach more 
tolerant of food, but they do not eradicate the dyscrasia 
_and start the young animal on a satisfactory course of 
-development. 

Of the various symptoms hereinbefore referred to indi- 
.cative of constitutional disturbance the processes and 
changes affecting dentition prove more frequently 
troublesome, and are more generally observable than any 
.of the others. When dentition is slow and retarded it 
may resolve itself into a serious disorder and through a 
long train of painful symptoms exhaust the sufferer and 
interfere materially with growth ; moreover in such 
.cases the development of the osseous system in general 
is retarded, this again has a prejudicial influence on the 
nervous system, while as a further result the digestive 
function is certain to be deranged. The so-called tissue 
remedies are required in these cases to correct the pri- 
mary lesions of nutrition, to allay the hyper-sensitiveness 
.of the nervous system, prevent the disordered condition 
.of the digestive apparatus which may result therefrom, 
and promote the growth and development of teeth and 
bones. It is very common to speak of cutting the teeth 
and I believe that among horsey men the opinion pre- 
vails that the teeth mechanically cut their way through 
the gums, but this is hardly the scientific definition of 
the process. As veterinary surgeons we know that the 
tooth grows, the crown presses on the gum and excites 
a process of absorption, and in this manner the way is 
opened up for the tooth to escape, and that with little 
or no pain if the animal is in a healthy condition, which 
I do not hesitate to affirm is more frequently not the 
-case than otherwise, though probably unsuspected by the 
breeder, he merely remarks that the youngster does not 
grow to his liking, but it does not occur to him that the 
case is one deserving professional attention. 

Although in some cases that have come under my 
notice I have had reason to attribute the cause to an in- 
herited strumous diathesis. ‘I have formed the conclu- 
‘sion that the majority develop this constitutional defect 
from unsuitable food which is of too uniform a character, 
and from undue exposure to cold and damp. It may 
possibly strike you that this is too sweeping an assertion, 
and in view of the large experience many of our breed- 
‘ers have had, and the amount of capital expended in 
making their establishments as perfect as possible, you 
may be disposed to conclude that I am merely theorising, 
but if you watch as closely as opportunities arise, the 
results attained in a fair number of the breeding estab- 
lishments in this country, and follow the careers of their 
respective produce through the first four years of their 
lives—I refer of course now to horses used for racing 
purposes—you will, with your professional training be 
able to discern that in a large number there is somethin 
wanted to account for the indifferent way in whic 
many of them mature beyond the reasons assigned by 
Owners and trainers. 

_ [am sanguine enough to believe that a careful con- 
‘Sideration of the subject will lead you to conclude that 
the causes of many defects, attributed as they generally 
are to an inherent tendency in the animals themselves or 
through their parents, are really to be accounted for in 
the management and feeding, though | fully recognise 
-and freely own to the possibilities of evil through here- 
ditary taint, as [ shall unmistakably show when dealing 
with the treatment of the mare during the periods of 

sestation and parturition. 
f confirmation of my views concerning slow develop- 


reports from the various training quarters, and the 
reasons assigned in the leading sporting journals for an 
indifferent display on the part of a crack two or three- 
year-old in some classic or highly important race ; for 
instance, it was stated only this season in a leading 
journal that one horse high up in the list of favourites for 
the Derby was a difficult animal to train, as not only did 
he suffer from dental troubles, but he was an uncertain 
feeder. Then, again, you read of this and that horse 
which have grown and muscled out marvellously since 
last seen in public, or of another that has not grown per 
ceptibly since the previous season. You must bear in 
mind that all these animals are of ages varying from two 
to four years old, a period of their lives during which 
dentition changes are taking place and osseous and 
muscular development are proceeding, while at the same 
time they have to undergo sufficient work to prepare 
them and render them fit for their frequent engage- 
ments on the racecourse. These conditions and require- 
ments undoubtedly make a great claim upon their 
physical strength, and if anything was calculated to dis- 
cover a weak spot, these certainly are. At the same 
time it becomes all the more important that if possible 
the causes of these frequent disorders should be dis- 
covered, for they certainly are not natural to the horse 
in his primitive state. 

Such cases as these furnish opportunities for the 
exhibition comparatively of the different methods pro- 
ceeded upon by the Allopathic and Homceopathic Schools 
of Medicine respectively, and the chief difference is this, 
that while you of the orthodox school of medicine con- 
sider it best to deal with individual developments, such 
as defective dentition, mal-assimilation of food as evi- 
denced by horses that are called “bad doers,” and other 
forms of disorder which appear in books on pathology 
under various and peculiar designations, we of the 
homeeopathic school find in the majority of such cases 
that there is a fundamental cause to account for all these 
developments which are more or less associated and 
dependent one upon the other; and that instead of 
treating them, when present at the same time, as distinct 
disorders they aoe be looked upon as a whole. At the 
same time every case demands special individualization 
no one case can safely be taken as representative of 
another. 

Now in the cases of these young growing animals, it 
appears to me that the various disorders of which they 
are at times the subjects, and which interfere with their 
proper growth and development, and also prevent them 
from attaining that perfection physically which would 
otherwise enhance their value, and render their manage- 
ment during training much less difficult, come within the 
category of what I shall term for the sake of being ex- 
plicit, a strumous or psoric dyscrasia. I have found 
that by making a careful individualization of each case, 
obtaining from attendants a history of symptoms observed 
from time to time which struck them as being a digres- 
sion from the generally recognised habits of a healthy 
animal, and putting these all together under the head of 
one general disorder, I have been able to find a remedy 
which influenced all the symptoms however foreign and 
independent they may at first sight have seemed to one 
another, the systemic vitality being renewed, the dor- 
mant powers of development released, the deviations 
from a healthy condition entirely changed, vigour re- 
stored and perfect health established. This result was 
obtained on the principle that ‘‘the totality of symp- 
toms observed in each individual case of disease can be 
the only indication to guide us in the selection of a 
remedy.”—( Hahnemann). 

In dealing with the young subject first I have reversed 
the general order of things, but I must ask you to bear 
in mind that the management of the young animal and 


ment of ene Seen their liability to a disturbed 
State of health be desired, you have only to watch the 


the disorders which the ordinary management of the 
present day—according to my view—give rise, it was my 
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main object to discuss. I will now pass on to the con- 
sideration of the matter as it affects the brood mare. - 
So far as reproduction is concerned I shall not attempt 
to deal with the complex subject of mating male and 
female, as that of itself affords ample scope for a single 
paper, so varied are the opinions of ractical men upon 
this subject, the consideration of w ich would occup 
much longer time than is now at our disposal. I shall 
assume that we start with the mare in a state of preg- 
nancy, by which I mean a normal uterine pregnancy. 
The Ce Pres of the thoroughbred horse involves con- 
siderable outlay of money, when one calculates the 
average original cost of the mare, the fee for the service 
of a fashionable stallion, together with the charges that 
arise in the management of a well conducted breeding 
establishment, hence it is of the first importance that 
nothing affecting the life of the mare whigh demands 
careful attention should be left to chance; nor should 
a mare of this class be treated as though she ere in her 
primitive state, under the impression that such primi- 
tive conditions are at all applicable to an animal that in 
virtue of its surroundings cannot possibly prosper in 
performing the functions of maternity, except under the 
artificial management necessarily involve under the 
peculiar conditions of breeding in this country  Per- 
sonally I have no doubt in my own mind that the many 
failures and disappointments met with by men of con- 
siderable experience are due in no small degree to a lack 
of appreciation of this fact. You have only to note how 
mares of variable temperament and peculiar characteris- 
tics are herded together in the same paddock; how 
during the period of pregnancy they are left pretty much 
to their own devices to tind food in close cropped meadows; 
how they are allowed at this critical period to lie out at 
night exposed to the chilling influence of cold frosty 
nights; that no special attention is given or provision 
made to observe and provide for the changes which take 
lace during the critical periods of pregnancy. It is well 
nown by professional men that the physiological pro- 
perties of the gravid uterus differ entirely from those in 
the non-gravid state as to sensibility, and rendering the 
subject of the uterus irritable or the reverse in tempera- 
ment. These are facts not recognised by the breeder, 
but nevertheless they demand attention if many of the 
difficulties which beset the art of breeding are to be 
overcome. The extra irritability and consequent con- 
tractility of the gravid uterus isin my opinion frequently 
responsible for cases of abortion which might be obviated 
if greater consideration were evinced for the protection 
of the mare from influences to which she ought not to be 
exposed. Therefore I maintain that too much care in 
one for the comfort, well being, protection, and 
eeding of a pregnant mare cannot 4 exercised : and 
unless the necessary amount of capital to meet such 
demands is forthcoming and the breeder is prepared to 
intelligently watch for changes that must from time to 
time take place during this period and call in, far more 
frequently than is usually done, professional veterinary 
aid, very little more than the indifferent success of the 
past can be anticipated. 

As I have already indicated, I look upon it as a most 
desirable arrangement to provide each mare with a 
separate box oat paddock, and only in cases where two 
or three mares are decidedly attached to one another 
should the risk be incurred of keeping them together 
It is quite possible, and may be it is desirable that the 
separate paddocks which I advocate should be 
arranged, side by side, that the advantages of com - 
may be provided for without the disadvantages ats 4 
out of segregation in one enclosure: under such 0 
ditions the provision of food becomes an abs ute 
necessity, and the very fact that renders the even ae. 
ment a necessity enhances its value in my eyes hélneer 7 
am perfectly satistied that a change of diet 18 in i cone 
ofa pregnant mare a matter of first importance. I have 


already dealt with the subject of food in the form of 
artificial grasses when referring to the young growin 
animal, I can only add that the same system of f 
supply is applicable to brood mares, and inasmuch as the 
pregnant mare has to keep up her own condition and to 
afford nourishment to a growing foetus from the one 
source of supply, it cannot be too strongly insisted that 
the provision’should be of such a character and selected 
with an intelligent appreciation of existing requirements: 
as to meet all the varying demands of this changeful: 
period. Moreover, it may be added that it is doubly im- 
portant as not only has the systemic vitality of the mare 
to be considered but also the development of the foetus 
and the probable influence upon the young animal after 
birth. It is unnecessary among a body of men like the 
present to make any special reference to the importance 
of making due provision for sanitation and hygiene, those 
are points which among veterinarians go without saying, 
and therefore call for only passing notice from me on the 
present occasion. 

I propose to consider a few of the disorders incidental! 
to pregnancy which have a bearing upon the wellbein 
of the mare and her produce that in my judgment call 
for more attention than they generally receive, and which 
at the same time may be satisfactorily treated by an 
appropriate selection of remedies and with drugs suitably 
prepared. 

Although as a rule brood mares kept solely for breed- 


ing, that do no sort of work, are after service by the m 
stallion left retty much to chance, as though they were at 
never the subjects of disorders which are characteristic it 
of the human subject in like conditions, I am strongly of ve 
opinion as the result of observation, that, while in the it 
majority of cases such disorders appear with but slight bl 
intensity and probably pass away quickly, they do arzse,. gr 
and that the mare’s present and future usefulness, as. th 


also the well-being of the produce, would be materially 
enhanced by a distinct recognition of this fact, and by a 


the adoption of measures for their relief. For I assume qu 
that every one will admit that during pregnancy there tio 
must be a strain upon the constitution which is calculated ing 
to interfere with the natural vitality of the mare and the fre 
nutrition of the foetus if not properly guarded against. to 
An the first place I shall consider disorders of the wo 
digestive system. I have no doubt you have observed at Cla 
one time or another that pregnant mares are susceptible 3 tha 
of variations of appetite, and that the same isobservable 3 sul 
not infrequently at the commencement of gestation ; but : enl 
while this would be observed with intense interest, to 3 the 
say nothing of anxiety, in a woman, it is, asa rule, x mee 
allowed to pass in the mare. Why should this be so! 3 ss 
They are without doubt symptoms which are the result § 5 ti © 
of the sympathetic relations between the stomach an 2 101 
the uterus. Again, at this period mares are frequently os = 
the subjects of insatiable hunger, and when the oppo’ 7m di ' 
tunity arises for the gratification of this morbid desire, 3am aa 
which is probably due to lack of nutrition and indifferent “ 
assimilation through sympathetic nervous irritation, 
attack of colic is the natural sequence ; or on the other : in 
hand the thirst may be so great that the mare drinks? 3 a 
much larger quantity of water than is desirable and the 3a ye 
result is similar. At another time during the earlie’ tak: 
period of gestation a mare may be observed aimlessly nigl 


wandering about the paddock or standing in some shady j ! 
place with no desire for food and absolutely partaking of 
none. This condition is one that calls for careful atte 
tion. It may amuse you to learn that I compare this 
condition to the well recognised “morning sickness | ° 
women. That mares experience nausea appears cleé 
enough, otherwise why do they refuse their food / but® 
equines do not vomit the mare has not the relief afford 

to the woman under similar conditions. Import! 

complications may, and I doubt not do arise 10 = 
severe cases, from injury due to marasmus and ae 
cachectic conditions to both mare and foal. At st” 
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times soreness and tenderness in the epigastric region 
may be detected, which I take to be due to irritation of 
the sympathetic nervous system in that locality. The 
stomach itself may not be in very close relation with 
the uterus, but the latter organ is in very close pupaitg 
with the nervous system which annexes the stomach and 
governs the functions of digestion and nutrition ; hence 
the marasmus and cachexia which succeed cases of nausea 
at this period, and this is the time, I believe, when the 
psoric taint referred to in the earlier portion of this paper 
Is implanted in the system of the developing foetus. 
Pyrosis, or heartburn, is a form of gastric disturbance 
that I am quite satisfied frequently occurs in pregnant 
mares, and at these times they may be observed licking 
lime-washed walls, an instinctive discretion to furnish 
an alkali to counteract the distressing acidity which 
prevails under these circumstances. This chemical anti- 
dote which nature appears to suggest even to the lower 
animals is by no means a cure for the gastric disturbance 
that gives rise to these symptoms, for in the words of a 
very able writer (Dr. Guernsey) on this subject, “ /7f they 
sweeten the streams they do it at the expense of the foun- 
tains.” Dyscrasice which are due to such a source of 
origin are, I believe, hereditary, and though their 
development may be modified by individual pecularities 
they require specific treatment which will correspond 
with the variety of the disorder in different cases. 

Constipation is by no means uncommon in pregnant 
mares, though probably rarely any importance is 
attached to it, or any attention ys 5 to its alleviation, 
it may be thought hy most men that constipation is 
very ane to arise when a mare is at grass, but that 
it does so I have had ample evidence. It is quite possi- 
ble, nay more than probable, that the character of the 
grass through being retained constantly as pasture has 
much todo with it, so many of the grasses growing in 
these | pesca are not of the original seed grown, but of 
a wild character, that they possess chemical qualities 
quite the reverse of the true species, and this isan addi- 
tional reason for depending on artificial grasses for breed- 
ing purposes. At the same time constipation is not un- 
frequently an attendant of pregnancy, and it is more apt 
to occur in mares that lead an indolent life and do no 
work. Although of itself constipation may not prejudi- 
cially affect the general health of a mare, it is important 
that it snould be corrected because the mechanical pres- 
sure brought to bear upen the rectum by the gradually 
enlarging uterus.serves to paralyse the muscular coats of 
the intestine, while the straining which becomes 
necessary to evacuate the feces is certainly detrimental 
to the well being of the uterus and its contents. Fur- 
ther complications as the result of unrelieved constipa- 
tion are disordered livers and a rush of blood to the head, 
under proper treatment this undesirable condition may 
be corrected, but not by aloetic purgation ; “the reme- 
dies will be indicated by the nature of the discharges 
and by the accompanying symptoms and totality of the 
patient’s condition.” 
The »pposite state of the faeces, diarrhoea occurs dur- 
ing pregnancy, and may be due to some constitutional 
dyscrasia “called into action by the profoundly vital 
function of gestation,” to some unsuitable diet, or to 
taking cold through exposure, especially during frosty 
nights at the turn of the seasons. 

nasmuch as diarrhvea suggests itself as more like an 

actual disease than constipation, it generally receives 
prompt attention at the hands of breeders, and some 
astringent is usually administered with the result that 
temporary relief is perhaps afforded, though a radical 
cure Is rarely effected. It is important that early and 
udicious treatment should be resorted to, accompanied 
y the due observance of a suitable dietary, rest, and 
warmth, or abortion may be the consequence of a pro- 
tracted attack. 

The forms of diarrhea are varied, being due to the 


formation of too much acid in the stomach, to weakness 
of digestion, the food passing away as though it had not 
been at all influenced by the solvent action of the juices. 
At other times the liver is involved, and the fzces have 
what is commonly termed a bilious appearance, the 
evacuation may be painless or accompanied by pain, 
soreness, and straining. Indeed, so varied are the symp- 
toms of the numerous forms of diarrhoea that nothin 
short of a close study of the different indications an 
characteristics of the many medicines that are applicable 
will enable the practitioner to make the right selection. 
At the same time by the exercise of discrimination it is 
by no means difficult to hit upon the drug that will 
afford satisfactory results. 

Among the disorders arising at this period, as gesta- 
tion advances, we not infrequently meet with mares 
which are the subjects of urinary difficulties as the in- 
creasing size of the uterus causes it to press more and 
more upon the bladder and its neck. Urine has to be 
passed much more frequently, while the unusual pres- 
sure brings about an irritable condition of the neck of 
the bladder, the irritation culminating in dysuri 
strangury, and complete retention of urine, and shoul 
there be any displacement of the foetus, which may 
sometimes be diagnosed from the suddenness of the 
attack, as the result of a violent though volun- 
tary, gallop or over exertion in consequence of 
the pugnacity of a companion mare. Special 
treatment is undoubtedly called for, requiring manual 
assistance in addition to the requisite therapeutic 
measures. It may also be necessary to use the catheter 
to relieve the distress from which the mare is suffering 
by reason of an accumulation of urine in the organ. 
Among the symptoms we observe pain in region of kid- 
neys indicating retention, argon. small quantities of 
urine, wishing to pass more but unable to do so, involun- 
tary dribbling of urine, soreness in the region of the 
kidneys, very frequent urination, urine tinged with 
blood, frequent urging to pass urine which only dribbles 
away drop by drop, mucous sediment deposited, urine on 
standing and becoming cool has an oily appearance, de- 
posits a sediment like coffee-grounds, urine is acrid 
corroding the labia, and so on. A large number of other 
symptoms might be added, all of which have been ob- 
served at different times and in different cases, and all of 
which call for special treatment. 

Albuminuria is a pathological condition that is induced 
by pregnaucy and more especially is this the case if mares 
have any psoric or strumous tendency ; it goes without 
saying that as albumen increases in the urine so it must 
decrease in the blood. It would seem that pregnancy 
almost invariably develops any latent dyscrasia that may 
be lurking in the system, therefore if a mare is the sub- 


| ject of any latent psoric diathesis, especially when the 


same is attended with a morbid state of the kidneys with 
an inclination towards a slow secretion of urine, it is not 
to be wondered at if albuminuria appears, particular! 
in the later months of pregnancy. I have only met wit 
one case of albuminuria in a pregnant mare during the 
period of my professional experience, the most prominent 
concomitant symptom of which was dropsy of the ab- 
domen, and this was cured with arsenic, which was no 
doubt the true homceopathic similimum to the case. 
Albuminuria in the pregnant mare is not that of the 
permanent type, and frequently disappears at the ter- 
mination of pregnancy, but this does not render it un- 
necessary to treat the disease while it appears lest the 
consequential results may be transmitted to the progeny. 
I am unable to deal with all the disorders that arise 
during pregnancy in detail as the limits of such a paper 
as this do not allow of it, but I may mention among 
other disorders those affecting the respiration, such as 
cough and dyspnoea, derangement of the circulatory 
apparatus, such as plethora, anzemia, hydramia, cedema, 
anasarca, ascites, and varicose veins are met with, each 
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of which calls for special treatment in order to prevent 
the transmission of the tendency of either of these patho- 
logical conditions to the progeny. I have no doubt at 
all that many failures on the race-course are due im- 
mediately to a lack of observation when these conditions 
present themselves in the dam, and to an absence of any 
sort of treatment to mitigate and overcome the same. 

I now pass on toa cursory glance at the affections of 

the uterus, and bearing in mind the frequent occurrence 
of abnormal presentations which are met with in the 
mare, I think you will agree with me that it 1s highly 
important to recognise the existence of conditions that 
have—and cannot but have—a powerful influence upon 
the ultimate fulfilment and completion of gestation. 
My own opinion is that a more watchful observance of a 
mare’s condition during the varying phases of the period 
of pregnancy would discover the existence of disorders 
that called for professional attention at the time, but 
which being allowed to pass without notice of any sort 
become responsible for conditions at parturition that not 
only render the work of the obstetric surgeon much more 
difficult but frequently place the chances of a successful 
termination absolutely beyond the reach of*possibility. 
Maresare too often treated as though they were inani- 
mate machines rather than the possessors of highly sensi- 
tive organisations that are extremely susceptible to 
surrounding circumstances, which may at any time 
exercise a potent though undiscernible influence upon 
them. 

The morbid conditions of the uterus in the pregnant 
state may be considered : 

1. As to excessive sensibility involving at times 
actual pain. 

2. Displacements, such as yea anteversion and 
retroversion, and I am inclined to attribute many diffi- 
cult cases of parturition to such conditions, previously 
unrecognised. The most serious of these complications 
is undoubtedly retroversion ; but so patient are some 
animals under pain that it is not easy to recognise that 
anything is wrong, or to distinguish one form of displace- 
ment from another, and nothing short of an exploration 
per vaginam will clear up the matter. In cases where 
mares have already been the subjects of difficult parturi- 
tion suspicion may reasonably be aroused, and a pro- 
fessional man may have his attention drawn to the 
probabilities of displacement ona future occasion, especi- 
ally in retroversion which generally, [ think, follows in 
au pregnant uterus after a previous retroversion. Careful 
attention to the calls of nature as regards both the 
bowels and the bladder are important to obviate any dis- 
position to displacement when mares have had difficult 
parturition on former occasions. In such cases the re- 
placement of the uterus is of prime importance, but 
when this has been effected manually with the aid of 
appropriate remedies nature may be assisted to retain 
the uterus in its proper position. 

3. Abnormal secretions are sometimes observed in the 
form of a vaginal discharge which may be of a bland 
character, or give rise to irritation in the vulva and ad- 

acent parts. This occurs when mares have had very 

d times at parturition and the obstetric surgeon has 
met much difficulty and possibly used some violence at 

a previous parturition. Where this discharge is persis- 

tent it is generally owing to a chronic inflammation of 

the uterine mucous membrane as well as that of the 
vagina, and nothing short of suitable therapeutic treat- 
ment will effect a satisfactory cure, the local application 
of astringent agents by means of injection is merely 
temporising with a pathological condition serious in its 

consequences to mother and offspring. Hydrorrhwea is a 

discharge of watery fluid from the uterus during ta- 

tion without rupture of the membranes, [ bene “aie 
reason to remember this condition, having once ie my 
| early days been called to a mare under the impression 


that parturition was imminent, but on enquiry was in- 
formed that it was only the ninth month of pregnancy ; 
the owner was under the impression that the mare was 
about to abort as he said that the water bag had burst. 
There was evidence about the floor of the box of a pro- 
fuse discharge of watery fluid, and I can assure you 
that I felt sorely perplexed, for there were no signs of 
labour observable, indeed all the usual symptoms which 
generally precede parturition were absent, and the flow 
continued at irregular intervals after my arrival. It 
occurred to me that I had better make an examination 
of the os uteri, and this served to convince me that the 
discharge did not come from the true water bed, and I 
felt that there was no cause for immediate alarm ; so I 
prescribed for the time being, drove home and looked 
into the subject and found that this affection was some- 
times observed during the later months of pregnancy. 
The mare was thereafter kept perfectly quiet, and the 
remedy indicated by the attendant symptoms was 
exhibited with complete success. 

In contradistinction to this comparatively harmless 
condition we sometimes meet with dropsy of the amnion 
which may arise without any very notable distension o 
the abdomen, but it is as a rule marked by great rapidity 
of development and is accompanied by distressing con- 
stitutional symptoms affecting respiration and the cir- 
culation, and ultimately results in abortion ; and even if 
expulsion of the foetus does not follow, the effect there- 
upon is highly injurious through enfeeblement of nutri- 
tion by such excessive secretion ; or dissolution of the 
foetus in the amniotic fluid may take place. It is worthy 
of notice in passing to observe that whereas in dropsy of 
the amnion that the form of the uterus can be diag- 
nosed and that it assumes a spherical shape : fluctuation 
is obscure, thirst slight, amount of urine passed is normal, 
and that the lower extremities do not become cedema- 
tous, whereas in ordinary ascites which sometimes com- 
plicates pregnancy, thirst is considerable and frequent, 
the urine passed is small in quantity, the shape of the 
uterus cannot be distingushed ; percussion discovers 
fluctuation at the posterior part of abdomen, and the 
lower extremities are considerably infiltrated. Now 
although there is not much encouragement to anticipate 
successful treatment to result in such a case at the tim 
there is good reason to believe that suitable constitution 
remedies administered at an earlier period of a sub- 
sequent pregnancy may prove of great advantage, that 
the health of the dam may be improved and the safe de- 
livery of a healthy foal be realised. 

I have already made such a demand upon your patience 
and I fear exceeded the limits which such a paper ought 
to occupy that I cannot pretend to even touch upon 
abortion, its predisposing and exciting causes, the sym 
toms which indicate an impending miscarriage, nor the 
remedial measures I should advocate to obviate the 
same. I regret this all the more because the constitu- 
tional dyscrasias I have several times alluded to in the 
course of this paper are responsible for many cases of 
abortion in my opinion which might be removed by suit- 
able remedies of an anticipative character. Nor can 
deal with parturition and all the various unnatural 
presentations that are so frequently met with in veterin- 
ary obstetric practice and the treatment of the mare 
during retarded labour ; but under this head, which of 
itself is sufficient to find material for a paper, | shall con- 
fine myself to a few critical remarks upon the common 
practice of what I believe to be a too hasty interference 
with natural labour and the early exercise of the obstetri¢ 
surgeon's operative art. I am a firm believer in non 
interference with obstetric surgical instruments until 
therapeutic measures have been exhausted, or the surgeo! 
has unmistakeably satisfied himself that the presentation 
is of such a character that all hope of natural delivery 
must be abandoned. All through my professional ex 
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perience I have with every kind of patient adopted the 

ractice of administering a remedy which has a specific 
influence upon the uterus for some weeks before the ex- 
pected date of parturition with a view to its easy fulfil- 
ment, and my practice has been followed with the 
happiest results ; indeed so powerful is the influence of 
this particular drug upon the uterus that I am satisfied 
I have met with several cases in which the presentation 
was far from normal, that under its exhibition have 
righted themselves, and deliveries were effected without 
extraneous assistance. This I have no doubt will sound 
to you extremely improbable, but I have the assurance of 
several friends in the sister profession that their experi- 
ence coincides with my own, unlikely -—., ’ it may 
seem to the general run of practitioners. o realise 
anything like approximate results to this will, 1 am sure, 
commend itself to your judgment, for you will probably 
agree with me that not a few cases of barrenness, if not 
subsequent abortion, owe their origin to extreme 
measures of a surgical character in previous deliveries, 
which might possibly have been obviated by the adoption 
of the therapeutic measures herein advocated. 

In conclusion let me say that the time at my disposal 
for the preparation of this subject was so short that I 
have but very inadequately dealt with it, touching as it 
were but the fringe of the arguments that should have 
been enlarged upon, for it is a subject of far reaching 
importance to this country. So long as the spot of 
racing continues to grow and develop as for some years 

t it has done, so long will there be an ever increasing 
emand for thoroughbred horses. Already the amount 
of capital invested in this branch of business is very 
large, and there seems every probability that it will have 
to be increased if supply is to keep pace with the de- 
mand, hence the consideration of the difficulties that 
beset the breeder, and how to overcome them may well 
provide members of the veterinary profession with useful 
material for discussion ; for what with bicycles, motor 
cars, and preventive medicine we shall soon be starved 
out unless we seek for fresh fields and pastures new in 
the endeavour to earn our daily bread. And if we can 
only prove to breeders that as a profession we are 
advancing and can show them new and better methods 
of procedure, their own interests will prompt them to 
avail of our advice. 


The PrestpeNt and Mr. Butters thanked Mr. Hurn- 
dall for the trouble he had taken in preparing his paper ; 
and the latter moved that in consequence of the very 
small attendance the paper be published in the usual 
way and discussion should be taken at the next 
meeting. 

This was seconded by Mr. Mellett, and carried. 


A hearty vote of thanks to the President for his con- | 
duct in the chair, moved by Mr. Owen, and seconded by 
Mr. Butters, closed the meeting. 


River Trip. 


A quite unexpected, and perhaps therefore even more 
was afforded by the kindness of 
r. E. J. Mellett, M.R.C.V.S., of Henley-on-Thames, | 
who, finding that some two hours would elapse between | 
the close of the meeting and the departure of the return 
train, very thoughtfully chartered a steam launch for 
their enjoyment. The evening being fine, and the | 
ames scenery in its full summer glory, the trip was | 
greatly appreciated. 


Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons. 


A meeting of the Council was held at 10 Red Lion 
Square, on Friday, July 1st, Professor Penberthy in the 
chair. There were present: Professors Dewar, Edgar, 
McCall, M’Fadyean, Penberthy, Shave, W. O. Williams, 
Gen. Sir Fredk. FitzWygram, Vet.-Col. Duck, Vet.-Col. 
Lambert, Messrs. Abson, Allen, Barrett, Beddard, Bower 
Carter, Dollar, Elphick, Hartley, Lawson, Locke, 
Mason, Mulvey, Simpson, Trigger, Villar, Wartnaby, 
Wragg, Thatcher (solicitor), and Hill (secretary.) 

Mr. Dottar: May I ask whether the meeting is now 
open for business. 

The PREstipENT: Not fora moment. We must have 
the notice convening the meeting read. 

The SERETARY read the notice convening the meeting. 

Mr. DottaRr: I rise toa point of privilege of the very 
greatest importance and urgency, because it affects not 
only the constitution of this Council, but the elections. 
which we are met here together to carry through. I 
understand, Sir, that a protest has been entered against 
the counting of votes in connection with the recent 
election, the grounds of which are that two members of 
Council being unauthorised persons, not nominated in 
accordance with bye-law 5, took part in counting the 
votes, and thereby the election is illegal. I believe that 
the person who entered this protest states furthermore 
that itis opposed absolutely to the immemorial custom 
of the Council to allow members of this Body to take 
part in counting the votes, that such action has destroyed 
the oe comes of the ballot, that the action is illegal, and 
therefore he contends that the election is null and void. 
I therefore, on the ground of privilege, call for the docu- 
ments and correspondence in connection with this matter 
to be laid upon the table, and 1 may, in order to avoid 
any accusation of want of clearness, state that the 
persons, I believe alluded to, are Mr. James F. Simpson 
and Mr. Francis W. Wragg. My demand is, Sir, that the 
correspondence and documents in connection with this 
matter be forthwith laid upon the table. 
wos PRESIDENT: Do you refer to a letter from Mr. 
Nunn. 

Mr. Triccer : I ask if this is in order. This meeting 
is for the special purpose of electing a president, six vice- 
presidents, secretary, treasurer and Registrar. The 
queetaen of correspondence comes on in the agenda of 
the quarterly meeting. I therefore submit that if any 
such question as this is to brought forward the proper 


| time would have been at the annual meeting and not 


now. 

Mr. Dotiar : It is the custom not only of all public 
bodies but of the House of Commons, on which I think 
we may safely rely, to allow questions of privilege to be 
raised without notice, and I place special weight on the 
fact that if the contention of the gentleman who has 
made. this complaint is correct, no business which we 
wy do before investigating the complaint can possibly 
be legal—that in point of fact the whole legality of our 
subsequent proceedings depends on the settlement of 
this question. Therefore, Sir, both on a question of pre- 
cedence and on the grounds that this matter is one very 
— reflecting both on the honour of the Council and 
of these two gentlemen—(laughter)—who have, as I con- 
tend, contravened the bye-laws, we here have a thing 
which has never occurred before, I may say, in the 
history of the whole Council. ‘The matter should have 
immediate consideration. 

The Prestpent: I take it that Mr. Dollar has the 
righ to call for any letter which would affect the legality 
of the meeting. Iknow of no correspondence concern- 
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"ing it but one letter from Mr. Nunn. Have you indi- 


cated any other? 
Mr. Dottar: May I suggest that these gentlemen 


under bye-law 5 must have been nominated by you, sir, 
and in order to prove that their action was legal, exclu- 
ding the question of whether, as members of the Council 
they have done that which has destroyed the ~— of 
the ballot, in order to establish the legality of their 
action, under any circumstantes making the greatest 
possible allowance for them, they must establish the 
tact that they have, in accordance with bye-law 5, been 
authorised especially by you to act as scrutineers. 
Therefore, sir, I call for these authorisations under which 
these two gentlemen acted. Bye-law 5 says : “ Previous 
to the commencement of election of members of Council, 
the Council shall nominate not less than twelve persons 
to act as scrutineers,” and a further point arises, twelve 
scrutineers were not appointed, but only eleven. If these 
minutes which are before us are correct, a further ille- 
gality has taken place. The bye-law further states— 
‘The President shall nominate substitutes iA” case of 
non-attendance.” But it does not give the power of 
nominating substitutes to any other person than the 
President, therefore as it is an unquestionable fact that 
Messrs. Wragg and Simpson did act as scrutineers on 
this occasion, and I heard at the annual meeting that 
their names were appended to the report. I take it that 
they did act as scrutineers, and I think, therefore, that 
they must, in order to clear themselves, produce your 
written authority for so acting. 

The PresmpentT: You do not call for the correspon- 
dence 

Mr. Dotuar: I call for the authority upon which 
these gentlemen acted, which, I take it, would be in the 
form of correspondence. 

The PrestpENt: I have very little difficulty in ex- 
plaining the position as far as I am concerned. Being a 
candidate for election [ thought that it was an improper 

ition for me to be in the room when the votes were 

ing ‘counted. (Hear, hear.) I did what precedent 
seems to have shown I should do, independent of my own 
private feelings, I asked Mr. Wragg if he would kindly 
take the superintendance of the whole affair, and Mr. 
Wragg consented to do so. Then, of course, as faras I 
was concerned, the matter was finished. Mr. Wragg 
was in my office about other business at the time, I did 
not write tohim. The bye-laws state that I should ap- 
point someone to act as my deputy at the election. 

Mr. Dottar: Yes, and your duty at the election is 
confined to being present, and- not even you, sir, who ‘are 
vested with such great powers have the right to lift one 
finger orto take any action whatever, in regard to the 
counting of the voting papers. Therefore, although you 
delegated Mr. Wragg to take your position at that meet- 
ing, yon could not delegate to him the power of even so 
much as to look at a voting paper. Under the cireum- 
stances, [ say that the secrecy of the ballot has been 
violated, and that it is a matter which reflects most 
strongly on the honour of the whole Council. I may 
point out, further, that in your explanation you have 
not referred in any way to the position which Mr. Simp- 
son occupied there. I should like to know whether any 
explanation is forthcoming for the reason why Mr. Wragg 
and Mr. Simpson acted as scrutineers, and why Mr 

e PRESIDENT : I deputed m iti 
y position to Mr. Wragg. 

Mr. Dottar: Perhaps you will allow me to read the 
bye-law so as to establish m sition. Th E 

po n. e bye-law 
states: “The President or one of the vice-president 
— when papers are opened, and 
n the votes are counted.” i 
‘the powers of the President. te the full of 
Mr. Simpson : I rise to a point of order. May we 


know the full charge that Mr. Dollar desires to bring 
against those whom he has suggested have acted dis- 
honourably in this matter? I appeal to you, sir, to let us 
know the whole charge Mr. Dollar brings against us. 
certainly object to the constant rising of Mr. Dollar 
immediately after a speaker or yourself, sir, has uttered 
a few words. 

Mr. Dottar: I have no wish to rise again, but if yo 
sir, direct me to answer Mr. Simpson’s question I shal 
have great pleasure in doing so. 

The PrestpeNT: I gather that the charges are that 
two members of Council who were not appointed scruti- 


neers by the Council, did scrutinise the voting papers. I 


understand that is the charge. 

Mr. Dotiar: Yes, and so violating the secrecy of the 
election. 

Mr. : Secrecy ! 

The Prestpent: And so violating the secrecy of the 
mode of election. 

Mr. Barretr: With regard to this question I should 
ask in what capacity you nominated Mr. Wragg. You 
have a power to nominate a deputy in your absence, and 
you have the further power, under rule 5, of nominatin 
him as a substitute in the case of the non-attendance o 
a sufficient number of scrutineers. Although I do not 
feel as strongly as Mr. Dollar does on the point, I do, to 
some extent, sympathise with him. I think it is an 
important matter. Although I do not for one moment 
impugn the conduct of Mr. Wragg!and Mr. Simpson, I 
think it is a matter which ought to have attention, inas- 
much as the secrecy of the ballot ought to be observed. 
I should be glad if you will kindly give me an answer to 
that question. 

Mr. TricGsr: Is this really voting by ballot at all? 
Every voting paper is signed by the voter. There is no 
pledge of secrecy on the part of the scrutineers. 

The PRESIDENT: I deputed to Mr. Wragg, as I was 
bonnd todo, all the powers that I sed and that I 
could possibly depute. I should extremely sorry to 
throw any undue onuson Mr. Wragg. I had the power: 
to depute, and I have given you my reason for deputin 
that power, which I still think to be a good one and: 
—_ in accordance with the feeling expressed by Mr. 

ollar, but if I have deputed those powers illegally, as 
far as [ am concerned [ am not in a position to answer 
any further. Mr. Wragg has kindly volunteered to 
answer that question, and I do not see that Mr. Dollar 
can have any objection to that course. 

Mr. Doar: Not in the least. 

The PrestpENt : I was at Camden Town, and I did 
not see the voting papers. Had I not been a candidate 
I should have been in my proper position and have been 
only too glad to take the full onus of what the Council 
might cast upon me. 

Mr. Dottar: I think in justice to mys¢élf that you 
might perhaps inform the Council that I am only bring- 
ing forward a matter which has been brought to your 
cognizance by a candidate at the election, and not on my 
own account. I am merely championing the position of 
a person who is not here to speak for himself, and to see 
that his rights receive due attention 

The PRESIDENT : One gentleman has written a letter 
= on Council, and I presume that is the gentleman you 

Mr. Dotiar : That is the gentleman I refer to. 

The Prestpenr: I think we had better have the 
letter read. 

_ Mr. Dottar : I may point out that no correspondence 
is on the minutes of this meeting. That very point was 
urged against me. 

The PrestpENt ! Before the Council come toa decision 
upon the matter I will call on the Secretary to read Vet.- 
Major Nunn’s letter. 

The Secretary : The letter is as follows— 
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“Dear Sir, 
I have been informed that an irregularity has occurred 
at the recent election of the Council of the R.C.V.S. viz., 
by unauthorised persons having engaged in counting the 
votes of the same. It appears to me that this is against 
the bye-laws of the College, and, if so, the election of the 
resent Council is void. I would therefore ask you to 
Kindly have this letter laid before the Council at their 
next meeting and to ask for a recount of votes to set the 
matter right. I trust I may be pardoned if I point out 
that it is a matter of the greatest importance, and should 
receive early attention, for if I am correct in my surmise 
that the election of the present Council is illegal it 
follows that the election of the President, Treasurer, and 
other officers for the ensuing year which will take place 
at the next meeting will be illegal also. Apologising for 
troubling you in this matter. 


(Signed) Joshua A. Nunn, Vet.-Major, 
Army Veterinary Department. 


The : I think, ou have heard 
the case stated pretty clearly by Mr. Nunn and Mr. 
Dollar and it is now for me to call on my deputy to 
make his explanation. 

Mr. Wrace : You have asked me to make an explana- 
tion and to answer aquestion. I will not attempt to 
answer Mr. Dollar, nor to account for the very dis- 
honourable conduct he imputes to myself and my friend 
Mr. Simpson. 

Mr. Dotxar: I rise to a point of order. I have not 
yy any dishonourable conduct to either Mr. Wragg 
or Mr. Simpson. I have stated the facts and I have 
left the Council to draw theirown inference. I have not 
imputed any dishonourable conduct, and it is not my 
intention to doso. 

Mr. Wrace : Weare quite willing to leave our honour 
in the hands of the other members of the Council. I will 
briefly explain what touk place at the scrutiny. I arrived 
here about 10 minutes to 11, and two or three minutes 

t eleven we commenced the work. There were then 
our scrutineers present. I do not remember their names 
at the moment, but I do not think that matters much. 
Those four gentlemen sat down and went to work. Short- 
ly afterwards Mr. Simpson came ia, and I requested him 
to assist me in first opening the envelopes, in order to 
save the scrutineers’ time. That went on, and a gentle- 
man called at the College on business—I forget his name 
for the moment. Mr. Hill said that there was a veteri- 
nary surgeon downstairs, and I asked him if he knew 
him. That gentleman appeared quite willing to come up 
and assist at the scrutiny ; for I felt quite sure that we 
could scarcely get through the whole of the business that 
day unless we had some assistance. The gentleman 
came up, and I requested Mr. Hill to send Mr. Robinssn, 
the clerk, up also. Mr. Robinson came up, and he and 
this gentleman, whose name 1 forget, went on with the 
scrutiny. After we had finished opening the envelo 

r. Simpson and I then assisted at the scrutiny, be- 
cause I felt that we could not get through the work un- 
less we had some assistance. About one o’clock Mr. Mc- 
Onie came in, and sometime past one Mr. Rogerson came 
im, and they assisted us to finish up the scrutiny. I 
think we left this room about half-past three, so that we 
were here four hours and a half, and we worked very 
hard to get the thing done. That is my only explanation. 

Mr. Dotiar: I should like to ask Mr. Wragg,—who 
how admits that in addition to the two persons who 
were unlawfully taking part in the election, he called in 
two others, making four persons not elected by this 
Council and not nominated by the Pckddahcabeher 
it Is not a fact that either 11 or 12 scrutineers signed the 


is not a fact that Mr. Simpson’s assistant was present, 
and Mr. Simpson’s nephew also. 

Mr. Stmpson : I can answer that, and I will ask the 
Council to take note of my answer, and the spirit in 
which Mr. Dollar puts the question. It is perfectly true 
that my nephew was here, nominated by someone else, I 
know not whom. It is true that Mr. Todd, of the Army 
Veterinary Department, who was my assistant some 
months ago, who was nominated—I do not know b 
whom—it may have been by myself, was present. I as 
you to note this : Does not this show the spirit in which 
this is raised? I honestly admit that we assisted these 
scrutineers to the best of our ability, as we always have 
assisted this Council since we have been members of it. 

Mr. DottaR: Yes, but not as scrutineers. (Cries of 
“ Order.”) 

Mr. Stwpson : I am referring to the spirit in which 
this is brought forward. Mr. Dollar has brought forward 
the fact that Mr. Wragg and I were present: Did he 
refer to the fact that another veterinary surgeon was 
pressed into the service ? 

Mr. DottaR : I was not aware of it. 

Mr. Stmpson : I will take that for what it is worth. 
Did he tell you that Mr. Robinson, because the scru- 
tineers were pressed for time, was also asked by the 
acting-president to assist ? 

Mr. Dotuar : I immediately drew attention to it when 
it was brought forward by Mr. Wragg. 

Mr. Stmpson : Mr. Dollar tells us that he brings this 
forward in the interest of the gentleman who has written 
to us. It may be so; but is it not rather a singular fact 
that he should pick upon two gentlemen on this Council 
and omit the names of the others who assisted the 
scrutineers on this occasion? Mr. Dollar has also said 
that such a‘thing has never happened before. It fell to 
my lot to be a candidate for the Council in rather a 
memorable year—Mr. Dollar will remember it. My 
position was precisely the same as yours, Sir: I wasa 
candidate during my presidency, and I hope that I did 
not abuse my position ; [ hope I displayed the same taste 
our President did on this occasion, by asking someone to 
act for me. Therefore, this is not the only occasion 
upon which gentlemen have been nominated by our 
President. 

Mr. Dotxar: To act as scrutineers / 
Mr. Stmpson : May I ask you not to interrupt me ? 
_Mr. Dottar : I do not think you answered the ques- 
tion. 
Mr. Simpson : I was accounting for my presence here. 
The bye-law says that the President or one of the Vice- 
Presidents shall be present. I knew the position our 
President was placed in, and that he could not attend. 
This is no boast of mine, but I am the Senior Vice- 
President, and as such I approached the President and 
asked him if he desired I should represent him at the 
counting of votes. He wrote and told me he had spoken 
to Mr. Wragg on the subject, I think he said the day 
before, but he added, “ Doubtless Mr. Wragg will be 
plad of your assistance,” or words to that effect. I came 
ere with, I hope, a worthy motive. I have never come 
to this College without having a desire to do all I could 
to assist the Council, and I claim that there never has 
been any harder worker—some as hard | admit, than I 
have been myself in the interests of the profession and of 
this Council. That accounts for my being here. For 
the matter of that, gentlemen, I might have claimed 
exclusive right to come here to act as President, being 
the Senior Vice-President ; but when I came here, and 
knowing I should find Mr. Wregg here, it was no busi- 
ness of mine to act antagonistic to your desires, and [ 
bumbly took the second place. Mr. Wragg has referred 
to the fact that he assisted in the opening of the 


voting yee, and therefore were present. 
Mr. Wrage : I am speaking from memory. 
Mr. Dotxar: I should like further to ask whether it | 


envelopes. That monotonous work went on for a long 
time ; but, gentlemen, 1 never saw a paper until the 
whole of these envelopes were opened. 
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Mr. Dotiar: Did you count the votes /—that is the 
question. 

Mr. Simpson : If you will be patient, Mr. Dollar, you 
shall hear all. That occupied us for a considerable time. 
The number of sciutineers that were present led Mr. 
Wragg and myself to believe—and we understood from 
the Secretary—that the poll was a heavy one, and we 
thought it was unlikely that the scrutineers could get 
through their work in reasonable time. Mr. Wragg, 
heing in authority, asked if I would assist as a scrutineer. 
I willingly did so—I did not hesitate. I hope it is not 
necessary for me to assure every member of this Council 
that the knowledge I obtained with regard to the result 
of that scrutiny was as sacred to me as to anyone of the 
serutineers. Under the circumstances, although I admit 
that any member of the Council has a right to enquire 
into what he may believe to be an irregularity, I do say, 
and I have a reason for saying, that this is not brought 
forward with that spirit which one would desire to see 
one member of the Council extending to another. Had 
Mr. Dollar desired any explanation from rf€ prior to 
this meeting, or any other meeting, nothing would have 
afforded me greater pleasure than to have given him all 
the information in my power. I feel sure that in saying 
that I am echoing the sentiments of my friend, Mr. 
Wragg, I shall await with some, not anxiety, but 
curiosity, to see whether this Council recognises this as a 
proper, a kind, a gentlemanly, or a brother councillor-like 

method of procedure under all the circumstances that I 
have related. 

Tue PrestpENtT : Gentlemen, I should like to try and 
focus this as well as [ can to avoid any waste of time. I 
presume that there can be no question as to my right to 
appoint a deputy. (A Vorce: “Of course you had a 
right.”) The powers of that deputy may possibly be 
called in question—-whether that deputy has the right of 
electing scrutineers should the number be low. 

Mr. Do.ttar: Might I ask your ruling on the question 
as to whether you yourself as President have the right to 
act as scrutineer/ That is the whole question. 

Tue Presipent : I have read the bye-law, and there 
is nothing which prevents anybody—-man or woman of 
whatever-—from being a scrutineer. 

Mr. Dottar: Whether he has been appointed by the 
Council or not! Because these gentlemen were not ap- 
pointed by the Council. That is my point. 

The PrestpENt : I appreciate the position. The bye- 
law which says the scrutineers shall be appointed by the 
Council is only over-ridden by the other bye-law which 
says in the event of an insufficient number of scrutineers 
the President has power. 

Mr. Dotiar : It is the same bye-law, it is not another 
Th 

The Presipent: That is a matter we will no i 
about. ‘The question which I was then trying “me acti 
was whether the deputy of the President has this power 
or not. I may say, as far as the President goes, that 
power has been exercised by deputies previously. That 
of course, may not legalise it, but I take it now that the 
question you have to consider as to the legality or ille- 

gality of this election, is whether Mr. Wragg had the 
power to appoint a delegate. , 

* : To as a scrutineer. 

e PRESIDENT : rdon, to i 

whether it was in my power to depute such a right as 

sm to anyone. I will ask the Secretary to read the bye- 
aws. 

The Secretary: Bye-law No. 5 “ i 
the commencement of election of 
the Council shall nominate not less than twelve ee 
to act as scrutineers, The President shall nominate 


substitutes in case of non-attendance ; the President or 


one of the vice-presidents shall be present when the vot- 


ing = oy are opened, and when the votes are 
counted.” 

Mr. TricGER : It does not say that there are not to 
be all six of the vice-presidents present if they wish 
to be. 

Mr. Doar : “One of the vice-presidents.” 

The PrestpENt : I do not want this matter obscured. 
I will ask the Secretary to read a bye-law which refers 
to the powers of the President, and then the matter will 
be before you. You will have both bye-laws then 
a you, and you will be able to comment upon 
them. 

The Secretary : Bye-law 33 states: “The President 
may, upon an exigence direct any special meeting of the 
Council to be held, and any board or committee to be 
convened, and any other measure to be taken, which 
may oo to him necessary for the security or benefit 
of the College.” 

Mr. Doar : [s that considered to be final, because I 
will point out, and I think the Solicitor will bear me out, 
that a general bye-law of that description must neces- 
sarily be over-ridden by a specific bye-law like No. 5, and 
therefore that can have nothing to do with the subject— 
quite the contrary ? 

Vet.-Col. Lampert: In order to shorten these long 
proceedings, if it is in order I would ask that the opinion 
of the Solicitor be given before we go any further. 

The Prestpent : I have no objection. 

Mr. And I have no objection. I should like 
to say—(interruption). 

Mr. Simpson : I rise to a point of order. 

_Mr. Dotiar: [should like to say that I have the 
right to reply. A mover of a resolution has always the 
right of reply. 

A Voice : “There is no resolution.” 

Mr. Stupson: It is a question asked. 

Mr. Dotiar : I maintain that I havea right to reply. 


' I wish to explain—(interruption). 


The PrestpEnt : We will hear what the Solicitor has 


| to say. 


Mr. TuatcHer: In this case the whole thing turns 
upon the question of whether or not the President had 
the power to delegate hisauthority. It seems to me with 
deference to Mr. Dollar, that bye-law 33 peculiarly 
applies to this case. The President would have been 
placed in a most invidious position to nominate. 

Mr. Dottar: No, Sir. Will you give a ruling? 
(Loud cries of “order,” “order,” and “ chair,” “ chair.) 
lask will you give me a ruling on the question of 
whether these gentlemen had a right to act as scrutineers, 
and not avoid the point by simply taking up the question 
that the President had a right to delegate. i must ask for 
a ruling on the question of the scrutineers. 

The PRESIDENT : As chairman of this meeting I have 
asked the Solicitor to answer a question, namely, whether 
I, as President, could delegate this power to another 
D With all 

Mr. DOLLAR: With all respect to you, Sir, I beg to sa; 
that that is not the point I before = 
cil, and that itis foreign to.it. 

The PrestpENt : You shall have the opportunity when 
my question has been answered. 

Mr. THATCHER: ‘That question is very quickly 
answered. I think, having regard to bye-law 33, that 
you, Sir, have full power to appoint a substitute at the 
election, and that that substitute, under the combin 
reading of bye-laws 5 and 33, would have the same powers 
as you yourself would have had. 

_ Prof. M’Fapyean : I should like to ask another ques- 
tion which I think all of us will feel to be pertinent. 
may be, Sir, that you had a right to delegate your powers 
but you clearly could not delegate your powers by way 
of accident, and I ask you whether you intended to 
delegate any powers that you yourself possessed to Mr. 
Wragg ? “ 
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The Presipent : Absolutely, because I could not act. 


‘I was out of the position to act. I asked Mr. Wragg 


“ Will you undertake my — as regards the election, 
for, being a candidate, I should like to be absolutely free 
from it.” 

Mr. Barrett: To acertain extent I sympathise with 
Mr. Dollar’s protest, but it seems to me that you have 
power. The bye-law says, ‘‘ The President shall nomi- 
nate substitutes in case of non-attendance.” You have 
told us that you deputed Mr. Wragg to fulfil the post. 
Mr. Wragg, therefore, in your absence became for the 
time being the President of the R.C.V.S., therefore he 
had the power to do that which you yourself as President 
would have had ; and as you have the power to nominate 
substitutes in case of non-attendance, in my opinion Mr. 
Wragg also had the power. It seems to me, however, 
that bye-law 33 is not applicable in this case, inasmuch 
as the words “security or benefit” are used. The word 
“security” means, I take it, with regard to the financial 
position of this College. No one would have been affec- 
_ if the election were delayed an hour or a couple of 

ours. 

The PREsIDENT : I must disagree with you absolutely. 
The honour of this College has been referred to, and I 
consider that prior to finance. 

Mr. Barretr: That is an expression of opinion, and 
as a member of the Council I am entitled to express my 
opinion. I fail, therefore, to see the purport of your 
interjections. To 7 mind rule 33 does not apply. 

The PrestpEnt : It is in my power to rule the debate, 
with the support of the meeting. 

Mr. Barrett : I bow to your ruling, sir. 

The PresipEnt : If the debate is going in an irrelevant 
channel I think it is my duty to intervene. I say this as 
an apology to you for having intervened. 

Mr. Locke: I propose that we proceed with the 

business of the meeting. 
_ Mr. Barrerr: [am sure you know that I should not 
intentionally attempt to controvert any ruling of yours, 
Sir, and if you rule that I am not in order I shall im- 
mediately sit down ; but what I took exception to was 
that you expressed your opinion as being opposed to 
mine, and my proposition was that as a member of Coun- 
cil I was entitled to express my opinion. If I am told 
to sit down I willdo; but may int out that each 
member of the Council is, justified in expressing his 
opinion, whether it be in harmony with that of others 
or not? 

The PRrEstpENT : I was not referring to that. 

Mr. Barrett: What I desire to say is—that I am 
sure I have not ro the meeting very long, having done 
very little talking here to-day. 

Mr. Locke: The matter is settled. 

A Voice : “ The question is settled.”) 

r. Barrett: May I point out that the Solicitor is 
merely giving his upinion ; and surely you have no power 
to prevent a member of Council giving his opinion. I 
bow with great deference to Mr. Thatcher, and although 
T am toa certain extent opposed to his views I feel sure 
he will not mind me expressing my opinion. 

Mr. Dottar : I beg to support Mr. Barrett. 

The Prestpent: Mr. Barrett does not require any 
support. I will ask Mr. Barrett to go on. 

Mr. Barrert : To my mind rule 33 does not apply to 
this case. It says “The President may, upon an exi- 
gence, direct any special meeting of the Council to be 

eld, and any board or committee to be convened, and 
any other measure to be taken, which may appearto him 
necessary for the security or benefit of the College.” By 
rule 5 provision has been made with regard to the 
oni Therefore it is to be presumed that rule’ 33 

oes not deal with that part of the subject. Besides the 
words “security or benefit ” are not applicable to the 
present instance. I believe you had power to delegate 


your authority to Mr. Wragg, and that he, acting for you, 
was entitled to appoint scrutineers. 

The PresipENT : That is what you said before. 

Mr. Barrett : I said I agree with Mr. Thatcher, but 
I have come to the same conclusion by a different line cf 
reasoning. 

Mr. Dotiar : Do you rule that he was not entitled to 
act as scrutineer himself ? 

Mr. Barrett: No, he was not. 

Mr. DottaR: Ah! 

Mr. Lawson : I ve Ao move that we proceed to the 
next business. I think we have heard quite enough to 
a the majority of members sitting round this 
table. 

Mr. Anson : I beg to second Mr. Lawson’s proposal, 
and I am very sorry that such a personal tone has perva- 
ded the discussion. 

Mr. Dotiar: Before that is put I should like to say 
that I have a right of —(interruption). 

The PrestpENnT: [ believe the speaker on a matter 
of privilege has a right to accept or not accept the con- 
struction. 

Mr. Dotuar : I may say that I am informed that the 
gentleman who has made this complaint will, in the 
event of its being negatived, proceed to ask for a man- 
damus directing us to at once consider the question. I 
think that ought to be considered by the Council. 

Prof. McFapyEan : I should like to ask our solicitor 
this question. Has the President the right to act as a 
scrutineer ? Does the bye-law empower or direct him to 
doso? I think that is the only question remaining. 

Mr. THatcueRr : I do not see anything forbidding the 
President appointing himself if he chooses to do so. 

Prof. SHAVE : I should like to ask whether the solicitor 
considers this election valid. 

Mr. THATCHER : Oh yes, certainly. 

The PresipENT . I will now put the motion that we 
proceed to the next business. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

Mr. Dotxar: I beg to say that this is extremely irre- 
gular. I ask that the minutes of this meeting be pre- 
served in extenso in order that the rights of the gentleman 
protesting may be fully secured. 

THE PRESIDENT: We will now proceed with the busi- 
ness of the meeting. 

ABSENTEES. 


THE Secretary stated that he had received letters 
from Messrs. Fraser and Cope, regretting their inability 
to attend the meeting. 


ELECTION OF PRESIDENT. 


Prof. SHave: I rise with considerable pleasure to 
make a proposition. I do not wish to make any remarks, 
but simply wish to propose the name of Mr. Elphick as 
our President for the coming year. 

Mr. Barrett: Shall I be in order in asking a ques- 
tion? Can you give ns any information as to the 
seniority of the three gentlemen, Mr. Elphick, Mr. 
Fraser, and Mr. Mason ? 

The Prestpent: You must ask that privately. 

Mr. Barrett: Is there any reason why we should not 
be informed ? 

The PresipEent : I think that has no bearing upon it. 

Mr. Barrett: What is the objection to this being 
announced ? 

The PresIDENT : It is information you ought to be in 
possession of as members of the Council. 

Mr. Apson : Has seniority anything to do with this 
election ? 

The Prestpent : Mr. Barrett has a right to ask che 
question privately, but I do not see what bearing it has. 

Prof. Dewar: I have great pleasure in seconding the 


hep ee that Mr. Elphick be elected President of the 
.C.V.S. for the ensuing year. Jt does not require any 
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words for me to recommend Mr. Elphick to you. We 
all look upon Mr. Elphick as a typical hard-working 
veterinary surgeon—a hard-headed north of England 
man. I have every confidence that Mr. Eiphick will 
conduct the affairs of the Council in a satisfactory man- 
ner ; for when called upon, at whatever tune, I know he 
will do what he does with propriety, and to the credit of 
the profession. 
Mr. Wrace : I have very great pleasure in proposing 
Mr. A. W. Mason, of Leeds, to fill the office of President 
for the ensuing year. Mr. Mason is well known all over 
England, in fact, his name is a household word in the 
profession. He has been a member of the Council for 
some time, and has attended most regularly not only the 
council meetings, but the committee meetings. I think 
he has thorou y grasped the business required of the 
President, and I have great pleasure in nominating him. 

Mr. Apson: I have great pleasure in seconding the 
motion, and in doing so, I cordially endorse pil that Mr. 
Wragg has said with regard to Mr. Mason. I have 
known him for a number of years. He is an old col- 
league and a neighbouring townsman, and [ am sure he 
will fill the chair with grace and credit. 

Prof. McFapygan : I most heartily endorse what fell 
from Professor Shave and Professor Dewar as to the 
entire fitness of Mr. Elphick to represent this College as 
its President. I recognise that it would be entirely out 
of place to draw any invidious comparisons, but I feel 
assured that the honour of the College will be in safe 
keeping if the Presidency falls to Mr. Elphlck. 

Mr. Lawson : It seems to me that if one of these gen- 
tlemen would retire the honour would be far greater if 
we were unanimous. Mr. Mason is the senior, and Mr. 
Elphick would have a much better chance another year. 
Speaking feelingly, I would not accept presidentship 
under such circumstances. (Cries of “ Vote.”) 


The ballot was then taken, with the following result :— 
Mr. Mason 14 
Mr. Elphick 11 


The Prestpent: I have to declare that Mr. Mason 
has been elected President for the ensuing year. (Cheers.) 

| Prof. PENBERTHY then vacated the Presidential chair, 
which was occupied by Mr. Mason. 

The Prestpent (Mr. Mason): Gentlemen, I sincerely 
thank you for the honour you have just conferred upon 
me-—the highest honour that can be given to any mem- 
ber of the profession I shall ask you to assist the occu- 
pant of the chair, as you have done in the past, and I 
shall ask your kind consideration to myself in particular. 
I have never in my life been in such an honourable posi 
tion as this. The gentlemen who have occupied the 
chair previously to myself have been, perhaps, members 
of a corporate or some other bodies in which they have 
had considerable experience in the conduct of the affairs 
they had todo. The only humble position I have ever 
held has been that of the President of a local professional 
society, where the details and the duties are of a very 
minor character. I am sure you will give me the same 
consideration and assistance as you have given the gen- 
tlemen who have previously occupied this chair. The 
only remark I have to make is that when a question of 
debate comes up I must ask you to try and eep your- 
selves to the point at issue. I again thank you, gentle- 
men, for the honourable position you have put me in 

Mr. Etpuick : [ have great pleasure in moving a 
hearty vote of thanks to our retiring President, Prof 
Penberthy, for the very able and efficient manner in 
which he has occupied the chair during the past year. I 
think it is the sincere wish of every gentleman present 
that our newly elected president an equal] 
successful year of office. I can only assure Mr. a 
although T have run him a rather tight race, that he will 
always have my cordial co-operation and support. 


Mr. Dotiar: Mr. President, as a member who, I am 
afraid, has at times appeared exceedingly obstructive and 
troublesome to the late president, and perhaps also to 
the Council, it affords me very great satisfaction indeed 
to second the vote of thanks, which has been so ably pro- 
posed by Mr. Elphick. 

The motion was carried by acclamation. 

Prof. PenpertHy: Mr. President, I will not begin your 
year of office by unnecessarily occupying the time of the 
meeting. I thank you, gentlemen, most heartily for the 
very cordial vote of thanks you have just passed to me 
on leaving that chair. I am bound to say that no effort 
of any member of the Council has been lost to make the 
president’s occupation of the chair pleasant, and I ex- 
press my feelings of deep obligation for all the considera- 
tion shown to me by members of the Council, and I do 
so in order to assure you, sir, during your year of office, 
that you may absolutely depend upon that. [ thank you 
very heartily, gentlemen, for the vote of thanks you have 
accorded to me, and for the unbroken consideration 
— has been extended to me throughout my year of 
office. 

(To be continued.) 


PARLIAMENTARY. 


THE ORDER. 


In the House of Commons, 

In reply to Mr. CromBrE (Kincardineshire), 

Mr. Lone (Liverpool, West Derby) said,—In_ the 
course of our operations against rabies it has been 
necessary to apply muzzling orders to the whole or parts 
of 32 counties. The number has now been reduced to 
19. There have been 12 cases of the disease during the 
first 26 weeks of the — year, as against 88 in the 
corresponding period of last year, 327 in that of 1896, and 
413 in that of 1895. (Hear, hear.) 


Does a Vegetable Diet Predispose to Consumption 
or Tuberculosis ? 


_Dr. Andrew Wilson, writing to 7’he I7lustrated London 
News, thus answers the question :—‘‘ As far as I know 
there is nothing in any diet which will cause tuberculo- 
sis—unless it be tuberculous milk influencing the 
nutrition of a weakly infant ; and conversely, tubercu- 
losis is a matter of infection by its germ. Where any 
diet intervenes in this matter would be to lower vitality 
so that the germ might find a more favourable soil 
wherein to grow and multiply. But there is one curious 
fact that neg | have prompted my correspondent’s query, 
namely, the liability of vegetable feeding animals to the 
attack of the tubercle germ, and the practical immunity 
of flesh feeding animals from attack. The cow, the rabbit, 
the guinea-pig and their allies are subject to attack, 
while it is extremely difficult to inoculate carnivorous 
animals, The dog rarely; if ever, dies of tuberculosis. 
In opposition to the idea of cause, the matter of cure in 
tuberculosis is significant in view of the recent discus: 
sions on food questions. In the treatment of tubercle 
everybody knows how prominent an item in the dietary 
fat becomes. In the form of cod liver oil, and in other 
shapes, fat (derived from the animal world, by the way) 
is the sheet anchor of treatment. 


[Several communications are unavoidably held over] 


Commonications, Books, AND PAPERS RECEIVED :—Capt. 
R. Moore, Messrs. H. Leeney, R. Barron, F. T. Harvey: 
P. Wilson, E. W. Hoare, W. F. Barrett, W. Roger Clarke, 
G. Mayall, J. D. Pottie, W. Hardcastle. 
Morecambe and Heysham Times. 
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